September 2008
Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Thank you for considering Club Stellar for your daughter this season.  We are delighted, enthused and much honored that you have selected us as a possible option for your daughter’s volleyball training.  

After four years of researching, experimenting, evaluating and improving our product, we are as confident as ever that our training system at Club Stellar will once again be proven to be successful in our endeavor to win volleyball tournaments, but most importantly in our quest to improve player and character development.  The many successes by our athletes on the courts are miniscule in comparison to the great deal of success they have had off the court.  Having said that, the successes on the court are very noteworthy:  

· We won a bronze Junior Olympic medal in 2007. We were the only club in Colorado to win a medal at Nationals in 2007.

· Our teams had 5 top 4 finishes at National qualifiers in 2008.

· Club Stellar continues to field an incredible volleyball staff this year.  This Staff is entrusted day and night to ensure that Stellar’s highest standards measure up to your expectations. 

· We celebrate the fact that our director, Jenny Robinson, was chosen by USA Volleyball to coach in the Youth, Junior and High Performance National team programs in 2006, 2007, and 2008.  

· As the honors for our club grow, our mission and principles will not change.  Club Stellar is about character and life development through the utilization of volleyball.  

At Club Stellar we understand that volleyball is a very important part of your daughter’s life.  With that being said, our staff of coaches is committed to providing your daughter with the most comprehensive and fun learning environment for her development. Although winning is important, your daughter’s improvement is most important and our number #1 priority.   

All of our coaches are committed to your daughter’s future both on and off the court.  We encourage all of our players to set goals and work hard to achieve them.  We have found tremendous improvement and success with those athletes that have used goal setting.  

We know that this is very important decision for your family.  If you have any questions, comments or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact our office directly.   

Again, thank you again for your interest; we hope that Club Stellar is the best and most logical fit for your family.  

With warmest regards and much appreciation,    

Jen Whitehead-Robinson and The Entire Stellar family 
History of the Club:

Jenny Whitehead-Robinson and Kyle Robinson founded club Stellar in 2004.  Based in Colorado Springs, Club Stellar was formed to provide an environment where highly talented and motivated young athletes could get the highest level of training and competition necessary to advance them in their current and future volleyball careers. In Club Stellar’s young four-year stint, it has catapulted to one of the nation’s elite programs.  Club Stellar has amassed one USA Volleyball Junior Olympic National Championship Bronze medal (2007) as well as several Regional Championship Titles and National Qualifier top finishes at all ages.  Club Stellar’s success at the junior levels has made the club a hot bed for college recruiting.  More and more girls each year are being recruited from Club Stellar to compete at top colleges across the country. 

Mission Statement:
Persistence, discipline and determination are the key ingredients to our recipe of excellence at Club Stellar. As athletes and coaches, we share a common life investment to the advancement of ourselves and those around us, both as volleyball players/coaches as well as people. Character counts, and that character in a player is just as important as the athletic skills that our players possess.  Club Stellar is dedicated to constantly striving to reach a unified vision of success driven by our relentless work ethic. Through this, we believe THE STELLAR ATHLETE is molded.

Club Stellar is committed to provide a program of excellence through the quality training of athletes and to providing a program designed to give athletes optimal opportunities to succeed on and off the court.

Goals:
Our goal as a club is very simple; Excellence. Club Stellar’s vision is to produce the finest volleyball athletes in the country year in and year out. Our athletes are winners long before they ever win.  They are champions long before they ever compete.  The best athletes in the world understand that persistence, dedication, and determination are pivotal to being successful.  In correlation with excellence, Club Stellar continues to keep national championships as a goal.  With the persistent practice of excellence comes results.  Each year our teams strive for the attainment of a shared vision:  A National Championship.

The Club Stellar staff is committed to being positive role models for young athletes.  Mentoring, guiding, and motivating our players is at the top of our priorities.  We pride ourselves on our high expectations and model the qualities necessary for success.

Club Stellar is also committed to preparing their athletes to compete at the next level.  Prepping our young athletes, as well as finding opportunities for them to continue to compete at the collegiate level, is a key focus and goal for us at Club Stellar. 

Objectives:

Commitment, discipline, persistence and determination are some of the characteristics Club Stellar expects of its athletes, coaches and parents.  Our vision must be supported by an unwavering work ethic that can take us there.  Goal setting will be a common tool utilized club-wide that will guide us to reach our goals.  With strong goal setting abilities, we can attain whatever it is we want.  At Club Stellar, we believe that nothing can be attained without having vision.  We invest our lives in our goals and nurture our goals with proper action.
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What Makes Us Different?

What makes Club Stellar different? A clear mission that resonates throughout our program:  “What you believe, you become.”  The foundation to all success is the setting and pursuit of stated goals. It is our stated goal at Club Stellar to be the best and work with the best athletes in the country.   We expect all players to set a goal of excellence and in turn strive for it.   We know that the skills taught in volleyball can and will transfer into life skills off the court.  We work on both the mental and the physical sides of the game with our athletes.  We train them to work hard for what they want, and that giving up or giving in is never an option.  

At Club Stellar we are principle centered.  We teach the values of commitment on and off the court.  Of course, we cannot guarantee success, but we know that success takes guts and staying power to make it as an elite athlete. A total commitment on and off the court – at practice and even during off time is required of our athletes. Character counts, and that character in a player is just as important as the athletic skills that our players possess.   Our older girls are expected to weight train, or perhaps attend sessions to help improve themselves in specific areas.  We believe in good nutrition for athletic play, as well as for life.  

History proves that the culmination of all “little things” emphasizes the fact there are no little things.  All athletes, especially the great ones, understand and enjoy the mastery of little things.  Those details, along with a lot of hard work, are imperative in the pursuit of long-term success.  We work hard, and we play hard.  We expect that our players give us 100% of them while they are in the gym.  We are committed and that is what makes us different.

We believe in competitive greatness, which means doing your best and enjoying the challenge of a difficult situation. Winning is important but your daughter’s improvement is most important.  There is no substitute for hard work; there are no short cuts for success.  There are no easy roads to achieve worthwhile goals.  Everything precious in life requires goal setting, discipline, determination, persistence, commitment, and a passion to succeed.  It is this relentless pursuit of excellence that makes a Stellar athlete different from others.  
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Club Stellar Volleyball – An Investment in Your Daughter
Other than her college degree – which may very well be paid for by a scholarship -- Club Stellar Volleyball may quite possibly be the best investment you can make in your daughter’s future.  Club volleyball is our business and our passion. Our club’s goal is not to be the cheapest and least expensive, but to be the best.  Many clubs advertise that they are “low cost.”  Our goal is to be the best, to train the best, and provide the most opportunity for our clients.  At Stellar, we pride ourselves on providing the most comprehensive and in-depth volleyball training experience possible, with lots of opportunities to practice and train and most importantly – to improve!!!  Many clubs sell the fact that they don’t practice as often.  We strive for the opposite!  Practice makes perfect.  We vow to offer the most value to all of our clients and challenge them to be the BEST they can be.  Our cost is all inclusive of a uniform package that comes fully equipped with shoes, knee pads, jerseys (not just t-shirt uniforms), practice wear and apparel that is comparable to collegiate athletic outfits.

Winning is important – your Daughter’s improvement is most important

At Club Stellar, we value winning as much as anyone.  The thrill of competing with victory in sight is truly a marvel that sports can share.  Having said that we also understand that winning many times is truly beyond our control.  At Club Stellar we preach personal and team improvement.  Working hard, setting measurable goals and aiming for the highest level of achievement are within our control. As John Wooden says, “competitive greatness is doing your best to be your best.” At Club Stellar we echo Coach Wooden’s sentiments and strive to do everything we can to help your daughter achieve her own level of competitive greatness.

Why Choose Club Stellar?

Ingenuity – Club Stellar is always pushing the envelope with regards to player training and development.  Continually evaluating and re-evaluating our techniques, we offer MORE.  Without a doubt, Club Stellar is a leader in Colorado, and has led teams to national prominence by doing what we do best…. Training players so that they improve at every level.   We offer extra practices, lots of coaches, opportunities to take private lessons, strength and agility training, individual position clinics, etc, etc.  

Excellence – Club Stellar’s proven track record of success is prominent in Colorado. We were the only Colorado team to win a medal at the USA Junior Olympics in 2007. 

Professional Video Recruiting Services Available – Club Stellar is proud to support Jack Grunland, a professional videographer that specializes in college recruitment. He can provide all of our families an opportunity to get a professional recruiting video produced at a competitive price.  Jack and his company, Prep Athletes, also provide a recruiting service.

Uniforms – Our players look like winners!  Our goal is to best replicate and prepare your daughter for her collegiate experience.  We are firm believers at Club Stellar that dressing for success does make a difference.  All Stellar teams get at least two jersey uniforms.  Our uniform package includes kneepads, shoes, team socks, team warm ups, spandex, and a bag.

Practice gear – All of our teams dress the same for every practice.  Our package includes practice T-shirts.   

Coaching- Our coaches have experience at every level and a great reputation, not only for success but for really teaching players to excel in the sport and to love the game in a positive and healthy environment.

No Doubt!

We know our methods work, and that we can teach your daughter jump serving, aggressive hitting and attacking styles, footwork and blocking techniques, digging and sprawling techniques, and a lot of other motor skills that are crucial to success in volleyball. But more than that, we can teach her life skills.  We teach our girls that volleyball is “all team – all the time.”  We teach our players the importance of the mental edge and leadership skills.  We teach that complacency is not acceptable. We encourage them to take risks and strive for excellence, and that it’s ok if you sometimes fail.  We show them how to take failures and turn them into opportunities the next time around.  We incorporate time management and goal setting into our program.  We teach them responsibility and accountability is important to all members of a team.  We do the “little things” that wind up being the culmination of “big things.” The girls learn about responsibility and character on the court as well as off the court. There is no doubt that Club Stellar can be a part of your daughter’s success in volleyball and even in life.

	Experience Stellar's proven method towards individual, 

	personal, and team success!

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Services Included
	
	
	
	
	Additional Services Available 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	12's 
	 
	Two to three practices a week
	 
	Small groups 
	 
	 

	 
	
	Ability to attend extra practices 
	
	Private lessons 
	
	 

	 
	
	Local tournaments 
	
	
	Off season Training
	 

	 
	
	*Junior national qualifiers 
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	 
	 
	*Junior Nationals or end of the year tournament
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	13's & 14's
	Two to three practices a week
	 
	Small groups 
	 
	 

	 
	
	Ability to attend extra practices 
	
	Private lessons 
	
	 

	 
	
	Local RMR tournaments 
	
	
	Off season Training 
	 

	 
	
	*Junior Nationals or end-of the year tournament
	
	
	
	 

	 
	
	Goal Setting Program
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	 
	
	*Junior national qualifiers 
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	 
	
	Preparation for USA High Performance 
	
	
	
	 

	 
	 
	Preparation For RMR Regional Teams 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	15's & 16's
	Two to three practices a week
	 
	 
	Small groups 
	 
	 

	 
	
	Ability to attend extra practices 
	
	Private lessons 
	
	 

	 
	
	Local RMR tournaments 
	
	
	Off season Training 
	 

	 
	
	*Junior Nationals or end-of the year tournament
	Personal Scholarship Consulting 

	 
	
	Goal Setting Program
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	 
	
	*Junior national qualifiers 
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	 
	
	Introduction to college recruiting 
	
	
	
	
	 

	 
	
	Individual specific training 
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	 
	
	Setter training 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	 
	
	Introduction to weight training 
	
	
	
	
	 

	 
	
	Preparation for USA High Performance 
	
	
	
	 

	 
	
	Preparation For RMR Regional Teams 
	
	
	
	 

	 
	 
	Group scholarship Seminar 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	17's & 18's 
	Two to three practices a week
	 
	Small groups 
	 
	 

	 
	
	Ability to attend extra practices 
	
	Private lessons 
	
	 

	 
	
	Local RMR tournaments 
	
	
	Off season Training 
	 

	 
	
	*Junior Nationals or end-of the year tournament
	Personal Scholarship Consulting 

	 
	
	Goal Setting Program
	
	
	Skills Video Editing
	 

	 
	
	*Junior national qualifiers 
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	 
	
	Introduction to college recruiting 
	
	
	
	
	 

	 
	
	Setter training 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	 
	
	Libero training
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	 
	
	*Las Vegas recruiting tournament 
	
	
	
	
	 

	 
	
	Psychology of winning 
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	 
	
	Unsigned Juniors and Seniors (Advertising)
	
	
	
	 

	 
	
	Preparation for USA High Performance 
	
	
	
	 

	 
	
	Preparation For RMR Regional Teams 
	
	
	
	 

	 
	 
	Group Scholarship Seminar 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 *   Travel Fees and Qualifier Fees are NOT included in dues.  Additional costs vary by tournament location.


Our Team
Jenny Whitehead-Robinson

Club Stellar Founder and Club Director

Jen Robinson, who enters her fifth year as both director and head coach for Club Stellar, continues her pursuit of excellence both on and off the court.  This season, Robinson will be directing the club full-time, and she is focused and geared to lead the program to new heights in 2009.

Robinson earned a full scholarship to Michigan State University where she earned a degree in Kinesiology. Along with her academic successes, she exhibited her ability to be successful on the court.  As a starter for the Spartans, she helped them win 2 Big Ten Championships and a trip to the NCAA Final Four.  A two-year captain, Robinson demonstrated excellent leadership skills.  

After Robinson graduated from MSU, she headed to the University of Florida where she earned a Master’s degree in Sports Communication.  She competed for the Gator Volleyball team and helped them win a South Eastern Conference Championship in 1999.  In her short time at UF, Jen was voted 1st team All-SEC, 1st Team All-District, and SEC Tournament Most Valuable Player.

In 2000, Robinson was asked to join the USPV (US Professional Volleyball) league where she competed professionally for 2 seasons.  During this time, Robinson traveled all over the country promoting the league.  In 2001, her professional career was on the rise.  Robinson was asked to join the US National Team and moved to Colorado Springs to train.  During her time with the USA team, Robinson traveled to play in Japan and the Dominican Republic where she competed in NORCECA and the World Championships.  Robinson earned a contract to play professionally in Greece for 2 seasons in Thessoloniki.  She quickly rose to the top of the league in all stats and led all scorers in Greece.

When deciding to give up her playing career, Robinson was determined to give back to the sport that had given her so many incredible opportunities.  Robinson and Kyle, her future husband, started Stellar Sports in 2003 and began running camps and clinics all over the country.  The Robinson’s moved to Colorado Springs in 2004 and started Club Stellar in hopes of positively mentoring and teaching young athletes.  For Club Stellar, Robinson has coached many All-State and All-Region players, placed over 30 Athletes in NCAA/NAIA programs, and grew Club Stellar to over 120 members last season, proving that her methods and ability to motivate and direct players to achieve is a success.

Since the creation of Stellar Sports, Robinson has traveled around the country to various high school and club programs to train volleyball players and coaches.  She continues to run high quality camps and mentors coaches trying to develop their own teams.  Robinson also stays involved with the USA Youth and Junior National team program, and coached the USA A2 team in 2006 and the USA A2 Junior National Team in 2008.  Robinson’s hard work and triumphs has made her a sought after clinician and technician of the game by many coaches and clubs all over the country. 

Ultimately, Robinson’s goal as a coach and director is to motivate her athletes.  Instilling confidence, self-respect, and direction in her players is priority.  Robinson cherishes the relationship she develops through volleyball and hopes to continue to be a positive role model in the community.

Kyle Robinson

Club Stellar Founder

Kyle Robinson has been an integral part of the development of Club Stellar.  Working with Jen Robinson, he developed a model of success that has become Stellar.  Determined to give back to the sport, he helped establish a high standard of excellence with which all Stellar coaches and players adhere to.  

During his playing career, Robinson was a force to be reckoned with. He got his start in the sport while playing at the YMCA at the late age of 18.  Robinson became a student of the game and discovered a great love of the sport.  He was identified by college coaches for his potential and earned a scholarship to Long Island University.  Robinson was determined to be the best and his incredible work ethic brought him to the top.  He was awarded NCAA All-American honors and was a psychology major.

Robinson’s love of volleyball lead him to continue his career professionally in Belgium where he played for three seasons.  Robinson was a three-year starter in the country’s highest division and was awarded the Top Foreign Player Award each year.  In 2002, Robinson earned a contract to play in Greece.  He competed for three different teams in three years and ranked fourth in the league’s scoring lists.  Robinson became a crowd favorite for his relentlessness and enthusiasm.

During his success overseas, Robinson was invited to join the USA Men’s National Team.  He spent four years training at the Olympic Training Center in Colorado Springs as a right-side hitter.  Robinson had the opportunity to play under Doug Beal, current USA Volleyball CEO and former Men’s Olympic Team Head Coach, who he models much of his coaching philosophies after.  Robinson developed a work ethic and competitive attitude that was admired by all who worked with him.

Robinson decided to retire from playing in 2005 and dedicated himself to coaching and mentoring young athletes.  Formerly the Assistant Women’s Volleyball Coach at the US Air Force Academy, Kyle is now the Head Women’s Volleyball Coach at Long Island University in Brooklyn, NY.

Jen Robinson on Robinson:  “Kyle is an incredible coach who demands the best from his players.  He pushes and challenges his players to be their best while motivating and inspiring them to reach their goals.  Kyle continues to go above and beyond my expectations on and off the court.  His current and former players and their families have become life-long friends because of the love he shows them.”

Nicole Carter
Stellar 18’s Head Coach

Nicole joins the club Stellar coaching staff this season, bringing years of college coaching experience with her.  She recently left Palm Beach Atlantic University where she was Head Coach since 2007.  Before her head coaching position at Palm Beach Atlantic, she served as an assistant coach at Rutgers University and New Mexico Highlands University.  Nicole has also coached college track.

Carter has a Bachelors of Arts in Human Performance in Sports from New Mexico Highlands and a Masters of Arts in Counseling and Guidance.  She is dedicated to creating a positive playing and learning environment and making a difference in each athlete’s lives.  Nicole’s husband Isaac Carter is the new Defensive Coordinator for the Colorado College Football team.  They had their first daughter this year, Anaya.

Jen Robinson on Carter: “We are so thrilled that Nicole has joined the Stellar family.  She brings a lot of experience in college recruiting that will be helpful to our older players.  She is committed to teaching strong skills on and off the court in a positive environment and is excited to help our 18’s prepare for their college careers.”
Wayne Wetherby

Stellar Head Coach

Wayne returns for his second season with Club Stellar, having coached the 16’s team in 2008.  He has been playing and coaching for the past 20 years.  He played for the CSU Men’s Club Team, from 1990 – 1992, where he was a defensive specialist and a setter.  In 1991 and 1992, the CSU team made it to Nationals and finished 9th and 5th respectively.  

Wayne coached high school volleyball, as an assistant and head coach, for 12 years.  He has coached at Buena Vista, Rampart, Sierra, and Harrison high schools.  This is his 4th year as an assistant volleyball coach at Colorado College.  He has also coached club volleyball for 14 years.  From 1995 – 1997 he was an assistant coach for the 14-1 and 15-1 teams of the Springs Spikers Volleyball Club.  From 1998 – 2003 he coached for Match Point Volleyball Club.  He served as the head coach for the 18-2, 17-1, 16-2, 15-2, and 14-1 teams.  From 2004-2006 he served as head coach for the 14-1, and 17-1 teams for Colorado Springs Altitude.  He has taken 3 teams to USAV Nationals.

Jen Robinson on Wetherby: “Wayne is an incredible guy who is always thinking about the best interests of the team.  He has developed positive and lasting relationships with his players and guides them to reach their goals.  We are thrilled to have Wayne join our team this season and know he will help us see continued success on and off the court.”
Francis Calar

Stellar Head Coach

Francis joined Club Stellar in 2007 as the 13 Regional head coach.  He currently serves as the head Varsity coach at Pikes Peak Christian School.  Francis played for many years in a military league where he traveled the country promoting the team.  He continues to play and enjoy the game in adult leagues and tournaments.
Jen Robinson on Calar: “Francis has a great love for the game that transfers to his players.  His energy in the gym is contagious and his players really respect him and the things he teaches.  Francis is a great asset to our team and I look forward to seeing him in the gym again this season!”
Kyong Lee

Stellar 14 National Head Coach

Kyong returns for her fourth season with Club Stellar as the 14 National Head Coach.  Last season, her 14N team saw great success.  They finished 3rd at the Colorado Crossroads National Qualifier, 4th at the Northeast Qualifier in Baltimore, and earned a bid to Nationals at the RMR Qualifier.  In 2007, Kyong coached our Stellar 13-1 team to a bronze medal at Nationals!  In her three seasons with Stellar, she has coached numerous All-Region players, won many RMR Powers and tournaments, and qualified for the US Junior Olympics every year.

She is currently the head Varsity and middle school coach at The Colorado Springs School, where her Varsity team is currently undefeated.  Kyong was also an assistant coach at Colorado College, working under Head Coach Rick Swan, and coached their JV team.
Jen Robinson on Lee: “Kyong brings a lot of excitement and enthusiasm for the game into every practice and event.  She has high demands for her players, and she continues to go above and beyond to help them reach their goals.  She is a good role-model for our young players and we are happy to have her coaching the 14 National team this season.”
Tori Hoke

Stellar 13 National Head Coach

Tori Hoke returns for her second season with Club Stellar.  Hoke’s volleyball background includes 15 years of coaching experience, nine years serving as a club coordinator, one season each as a club director and region High Performance coordinator, and numerous years playing at the club, collegiate and adult levels. She earned her USA Volleyball’s CAP Level I certification in 2005.

Hoke’s coaching experience includes stops at Southwestern Volleyball Club (1993-95) in Creston, Iowa; Midland Juniors (1996-97) in Omaha, Neb.; and Fusion Volleyball (1997-2007) in Knoxville, Iowa. While at Fusion, she served as club coordinator from 1997-2006 and club director from 2006-2007. Hoke directed up to 10 teams every season, in addition to the juniors and adults program. While holding the title of tournament director for the Iowa Region from 2005-2007, she concurrently held the position of Iowa Region High Performance Coordinator in 2005-2006.

Among her honors, Hoke earned the 2007 Iowa Region Female Coach of the Year award and the 2007 Outstanding Junior Club award. She was selected the USA Volleyball Robert L. Lindsay Meritorious Service Award recipient for the Iowa Region in 2005.
Jen Robinson on Hoke: “I am thrilled that Tori is a part of our Stellar team.  She is passionate about teaching and her love for the sport is apparent in everything she does.  Tori believes in teaching kids to love and respect the game and we are confident she will see continued success.”

Heath Hoke
Stellar 13 National Assistant Coach

Heath joined the Stellar staff in 2007 as the assistant coach of our 12 National team.  He brings extensive experience in club, regional and national volleyball.  He currently serves as the coordinator of USA Volleyball High Performance’s indoor national programs. Hoke has built a solid resume in high performance including roles as director of Iowa High Performance, president of Iowa Region Volleyball, serving on the USAV Youth and Junior Olympic Volleyball Division Elite Commission and director of Fusion Volleyball.

During his time with Fusion Volleyball Club in Iowa, Heath was awarded the 2007 Iowa Region Male Coach of the Year award and the 2007 Outstanding Junior Club award.
Jen Robinson on Hoke: “Heath is very passionate about teaching the game of volleyball.  He is constantly studying and analyzing the game to better teach our athletes.  His work with and knowledge about USA High Performance programs has helped our athletes prepare and strive to be elite players.  Heath is extremely approachable and easy-going in the gym, making him a big hit with the players and parents.”
Rick Swan
Stellar 12’s Head Coach

Rick Swan, a staple name in Colorado Springs volleyball, enters his fourth year as a head coach with Club Stellar and a member of the inaugural coaching staff.

Swan is one of Club Stellar’s most decorated coaches and is undoubtedly one of Colorado’s most prolific youth coaches. In 2006 and 2007, he led the Stellar 12-1 team to Nationals two years in a row.  In 2007, his team won the Colorado Crossroads National Qualifier, and was the only coach in the region to win a National Qualifier that season.  In 2008, his Stellar 13 National team saw great success, finishing 5th at the Colorado Crossroads National Qualifier and 2nd at the Northeast Qualifier in Baltimore.  The team earned a bid to Nationals at the RMR Qualifier.

The 2008 season marks Swan’s eleventh season as the head coach for Colorado College.  Owner of a 207-100 record (.674) in his ten previous campaigns, Swan has guided the Tigers to a school record ten consecutive appearances in the NCAA Division III playoffs.

Jen Robinson on Swan: “Rick offers our club a ton of experience.  He is one of the top youth coaches in the country and has an uncanny ability to get the best out of each player.  His commitment to our club is a large part of its success.  His excitement for the game is contagious and his players develop a love for the game that lasts a lifetime!”
Gary Mathews

Stellar Head Coach

In the past 3 seasons, Gary has worked with several Stellar teams.  As an excellent trainer, we have used him in many different aspects during the season.  He has experience at the club, college and USA national pipeline levels.  

Gary currently serves as an assistant in the USA High Performance department.  From 1997-2005, he was the Assistant Coach at the University of Tulsa.  Before joining Tulsa, Gary was an assistant coach at the University of Georgia.  He has worked with several clubs over the years performing assistant and head coach and club director duties.  
Jen Robinson on Mathews: “Gary is a huge asset to our club.  He is very patient in the gym and works hard to make his players better.  His easy-going nature makes him a hit with his players and allows him to get the best out of them.  He constantly studies the sport and is a true teacher of the game.”
Jessica Engel-Kelly

Stellar Head Coach

Jess is entering her third season as a Stellar coach.  One of Stellar’s players in their 2004 inaugural season, Jess has a vested interest in seeing the club succeed.  She served as an assistant coach under coach Rick Swan for 2 seasons with a team that went to Nationals both years.  Last season she was the Head Coach of the 12 Regional team.

Jess is a graduate of Lewis Palmer High School and earned a full scholarship to Stonybrook University as a libero.  Unfortunately, her college career was cut short after a series of injuries.  She is currently finishing her degree in Education at UCCS.
Jen Robinson on Engel-Kelly: “Jess has always developed such great relationships with her players.  She is great with our younger players, demonstrating patience and teaching them the basic skills.  She teaches her kids to play with confidence, determination and no fear!”
The Proof is in the Numbers!

College Commitments 2008
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Erika Lightsey

Coastal Carolina University
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Jennifer Kagarise

US Air Force Academy
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Bri Smith

Eckerd College
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Crissy Skokan

Charleston Southern University

College Commitments 2007


Past Commitments
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Lauren Rosenthal:



Florida State University
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Lisa Jones:



Metro State University
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Casey Ritt:
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Colgate University
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Emily Frick:
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US Air Force Academy

[image: image23.png]NEW MEXICO

HIGHLANDS

s 8 UNIVERSITY
A

e
Xy






Amy Whitlow: 


Colorado Christian Univ.
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Sabret Cafasso: 


Western State College




Allison Drescher:



Western State College






Suzi Enoch:



Cornell College



Brittany Vidal:



Pasco-Hernando CC




Jessica Doak:



William Woods University

Parent References:

“Club Stellar and Jenny and Kyle Robinson were and continue to be incredible positive influences in my daughter's life.  Suzi played 18s for Stellar for 3 years, with Kyle as her coach for 2 seasons and Jenny for her final season.  Suzi mastered the fundamentals of volleyball as a Stellar player and developed into a confident, skilled, and competitive college volleyball player for Cornell College.  Young female athletes seldom have the opportunity to be coached and mentored by elite athletes, which is an experience offered by Stellar at every level.  We are so fortunate to be members of the Stellar family of players.”

Sharon Enoch

“Our daughter Grace played for Stellar 12's last year and the experience was more that we could have ever asked for.  It was an unbelievable year culminating in a terrific trip to JO's in Minneapolis.  Grace will tell you that she has made true friends for life, and that she loved to travel.  She said her favorite memory is winning Crossroads and having such great support from the other Stellar teams that were in Denver that weekend.  It was like a dream come true to be a champion on such a big stage.  We know that Jennifer and Kyle have the young people's best interest at heart. They run an organized program with tons of valuable experience.  They are truly natural teachers of the game of volleyball and we would never dream leaving Stellar.  Thanks to great families and a talented coach, we experienced one of the best athletic seasons we have ever spent with our children.  Thanks, and GO STELLAR!!!’

 
The Neal’s

"Our daughter Casey is a Club Stellar alumna, having played two seasons as a 17 and an 18 for Coach Jenny Whitehead Robinson. Casey joined Stellar in her junior year of high school because she wanted to see if she was interested in playing on the competitive level that would be an entrée into college athletics. Jenny and Kyle, and Club Stellar proved to be a perfect fit for Casey. The intensity of the training, workouts, and skill instruction was what was needed to prepare Casey for the commitment of college athletics. 

            Early into her 17’s season, Stellar hosted a college search seminar, which provided us with the information necessary to begin the search/recruitment process. That empowerment, combined with a travel schedule to tournaments around the US gave Casey exposure to many college programs and ultimately placed her where she is now playing, as a starter for the NCAA Division I Colgate University Raiders, who are currently tied for First Place in their conference, The Patriot League. Being just a freshman and a starting player on a winning D1 team, it is clear that her skills development and work ethic came from her training at Stellar.

            The Stellar program is hard work, but it is also fun. Our two seasons traveling with her teams were a blast. If you are serious about volleyball, Club Stellar is the place to be. "

Dan and Ellen Ritt
“Club Stellar has been a terrific experience for our daughter, from working hard on the court to goofing off with her teammates off of the court.  Breanna has played Volleyball for several area and national coaches in the past 5 years; she came to Stellar during the clubs inaugural season from another local club team.  The main reason we decided to make the switch was Jenny and Kyle, and their wealth of knowledge of the game.  Where can a young player go in Colorado Springs to receive quality coaching from coaches that have played major college and professionally?  The coaching she is receiving is fantastic and Bre continues progress in every aspect of the game.  GO STELLAR!”

Dave and Lisa Cullity      
“Jenny,

The opportunity that you and the entire Stellar organization provided for my daughter has been unparalleled!  You not only brought integrity and professionalism to her experience, but also gave her the tools needed for improvement.  I wish you the very best with all the Stellar teams, but mostly I want to thank you for all that you have given to my daughter, and all the girls that are lucky enough to join your family!”
Craig Drescher


“Christy and I would like to thank you and Stellar for an amazing year of Volleyball for Amy.  It was her most rewarding and enjoyable year of 7 years playing club.  She won three consecutive high school state championships and topping it off by going to Nationals with Stellar was a great conclusion to her high school years.  However, this year wasn't about the volleyball, you and Club Stellar is what she, Christy and I will always remember.  


You provided the highest levels of commitment and attention to individual and team development and at the same time your personal interest in each was refreshing and real.  Our hope is as more young girls visit your site, and go to Stellar tryouts with their parents, they will see for themselves the care and commitment, and that sometimes athletes who excel to become Olympians and professionals can also be great coaches.  Thanks again Jenny and Kyle.  We will sing your praises always.  Go STELLAR!”


Terry L Whitlow    

“Club Stellar has made all the difference in the world when it has came to my daughter and her volleyball.  I have no doubt my daughter would have given up on volleyball, with a lot of talent, if it would have not been for Club Stellar.  Her hopes and dreams of playing are going to come true because of Club Stellar.  There is no place and nowhere you can go to get the level of coaching that Club Stellar provides.  Not only is the coaching outstanding, but also the knowledge and connections Club Stellar has in order for my daughter to play beyond her high school career is overwhelming, just absolutely phenomenal.  As a parent who is still playing, coached, and officiate the game of volleyball, Club Stellar continues to impress me at all levels.  They definitely have my child's best interest at heart!  I am looking forward to another Stellar of a year!  There is no other choice - Club Stellar has it all.”

Lori Hamacher

"Our daughter is a freshman playing collegiate volleyball this year. We attribute this to the tremendous coaching and experience she gained through participation in the Club Stellar Program. She had a dream, and Jen and Kyle helped her make this dream a reality. Having participated in three different club programs during the last 7 years, we would definitely recommend Club Stellar. They are dedicated and professional, but most of all they truly care about their athletes!! We also have a 12-year-old daughter who has played one year for Stellar. We would not consider any other club!!!!! "


Becky Cafasso

“When our eleven-year-old daughter came to Stellar she was shy and lacking in self-esteem.   At the tryouts, Jenny Whitehead and Rick Swan didn’t see a great player, but they did see a girl with potential that would give 110%.  Over the course of eight months she developed into a team player that gave her all at practices, games or even cheering from the bench.  Her skill level has improved dramatically, she was one of the best players on her school team and she developed friendships that will last a lifetime.  Our daughter is now confident in her athletic skills as well as everyday life.  Her passion for the game of volleyball can only be attributed to her great Stellar coaches and her team’s outstanding season.”

Karen Tibbetts 

“I think it's important these days that kids "love" the sport they play.  Too many times, a kid's love for a sport turns into pressure from coaches, parents and clubs.  Our child's experience with Stellar has been an excellent balance of fun, team skills and strong individual growth.   Our child's desire to want to play volleyball 24hours/day, 7 days/week and her team's ability to compete at a national level are pretty good indicators of a successful club approach.  I just hope she's as excited about volleyball at age 18 as she is at 13 and with Stellar....I think that will happen.”


Jack Domme


“We have two daughters who have played at Stellar. We only wish they had been around many years before. We were ready to give up on Club Volleyball, even traveled to Denver one year. Stellar has no ulterior motives. They want kids to learn to love the sport as much as they do. Stellar has knowledgeable coaches, great skill building and owners who strive for excellence.”

Tom & Kathie Tilllman
Player References

“Of my nine years of club volleyball, my best were spent playing for Club Stellar. The coaching staff is genuinely concerned with the growth and development of all players both on and off the court. It is hard to explain exactly what you take from such an amazing experience, but I do know that all the lessons I learned in the gym have carried with me to college. Stellar offers athletes with an opportunity to test their limits and those of their teammates while being provided high-quality training. The best way I know how to describe Stellar is not as a volleyball club but as a family. From the first day that you meet Kyle and Jenny they welcome you into their family and dedicate their time and energy to helping you succeed. Every practice you are challenged to be at your best and reach new heights, but at the same time there is an amazing support group to help you. I was thrilled to have the opportunity to express my gratitude to the club and encourage others to become part of the Stellar family.”

Suzi Enoch

Stellar 18’s 2004-07
“My name is Kurstyn and I will be trying out for the 14’s team this season. I have played for Stellar the last two years, and it has been an amazing experience. I have made many long lasting friends, and I have met numerous interesting and inspiring people. The coaches really take you under their wing and guide you to become a better player and person. Getting to travel with your friends is an unforgettable experience, where bonding takes an unparalleled form. The people you meet at this amazing club are only part of the reason I appreciate Stellar so much. The skills I have learned have gotten me a starting spot on my school team and have made me feel confident in my game. For me Stellar's coaching and guidance have made volleyball more than just a sport; Stellar has made it a PASSION.”
Kurstyn Morley

Stellar 12-1, 13-1, 14-1

“What Stellar has meant to me: Wow, where do I even begin really.  Stellar has been like a second family to me.  Besides being the best coaches I have ever had, they are much more then coaches.  They are truly there for you and want to help you.  They are a hard club and they push their players and hard, but it is so worth it in the end, and your daughter(s) will become such amazing players with them.  Kyle and Jenny... You guys are AMAZING!”

Sarah Balboa

Stellar 14-2, 15-1, 16-1, 17-1
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